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person holding them, they shall be free as vassals
of the Crown. If3 by reason of the services of the
deceased it seems proper to give the widow and
children a sustenance allowance, this shall be done,
by the Judges, from the tribute paid by the Indians.

' The Judges shall take great care that the
Indians are well treated and taught the things
pertaining to our Holy Catholic Faith.

' Those who are making discoveries shall assess
the tribute to be paid by the Indians with modera-
tion, paying attention to their well-being, and
with such tribute the explorer may be helped ;
so that the Castillians shall have no power over
any Indian, nor rule over them, and this is to
be expressly stipulated in all new discoveries/

Such were, the New Laws. The object was
that the tribute, or land-tax, hitherto paid to the
Encomenderos and to an excessive amount, should
henceforth be moderate, fixed by law, and paid to
the Crown. In so far as this object was secured
the New Laws did unmixed good.

When the Judge, Armendariz, arrived in Bogota,
he published the New Laws with great solemnity.
At once there was a howl of rage and discontent.
Procurators were nominated by the settlers to go
to Spain and petition for their revocation, especially